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   God Requires Us To Be Holy or Morally 
          Perfect. But Who Can Do That?
     How does God determine whether or not we go to heaven?
Does God compare our good deeds with our bad deeds? No,
God  compares  us  with  Himself.  God's  standard  of
measurement  is  Himself.  God  said,  “You  shall  be  holy,
because I am holy.” Jesus said you must be perfect as your
Heavenly Father is perfect (Lev.11:45; Matt.  5:48). How do
we measure up to God's perfect holiness? 
     Looking at God's Ten Commandments we can see in them
a  reflection  of  God's  holiness.  They  tell  us  the  difference
between good and evil - right and wrong, truth and error, and
what love is and what it is not. They tell us how to love God
and  how to  love  each  other.  They  legally  require  us  to  be
morally perfect (Deut. 27:26; Gal. 3:10)
     What are God’s Ten Commandments? In short, they are:
You shall have no other gods except Me; You shall not make,
worship or serve idols; You shall not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain; Observe the Sabbath day to keep it holy;
Honor your father and mother; You shall not murder; You shall
not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear
false witness against your neighbor and You shall  not covet
(covet  means  to  lust  after  or  be  envious  of  anything  that
belongs to your neighbor) (Deut. 5:6-21). To summarize, we
are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and
we are to love our neighbor as we do ourselves (Matt. 22:37-
40).  We  are  to  treat  everybody  like  we  would  want  to  be
treated by them. The Bible says "to owe nothing to anyone
except to love one another; for the one who loves his neighbor
has fulfilled the law. For this, You shall not commit adultery,
You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,
and if there be any other commandment, it is summed up in
this saying; You shall  love your neighbor as yourself.  Love
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does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment
of the law" (Rom. 13:8-10). Therefore, to be perfectly holy
like God, you must perfectly obey all His commandments of
love. 
     The world has ignored or purposely set aside God's law of
love to live instead according to "Natural Law". "God's Law"
originates  from  His  divine  nature  but  "Natural  Law"
originated and was developed from man's fallen mind. "The
Bible says in Romans 8:5-8: 

     "For those who live according to the flesh set their 
      minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live
      according to the Spirit, the things of the [God's] 
      Spirit. For to be carnally minded (or have the mind 
      set on the flesh) is death, but to be spiritually 
      minded (or have the mind set on the things of the 
      [Holy] Spirit) is life and peace, because the carnal 
      mind (or the mind set on the flesh) is hostile toward 
      God, for it does not subject itself to the law of 
      God for it is not even able to do so".

     Alexander Pope gave us a clear example of the Natural
Law's  ethics or  mind-set  when he said,  "All  things fall  out
according to natural law . .  .  Whatever is, is right. Rape is;
therefore,  rape  is  right."  [Readers  beware;  this  is  fatalistic
thinking.] Marquis De Sade took this kind of thinking to its
atheistic conclusion by saying, "for what should we, who have
no  religion,  do  with  [authoritative,  objective]  law?"  He
described Nature as the one who equally dictates virtues and
vices in us. He claimed Nature was a very reliable gauge of
right and wrong. Thus, he would advocate abolishing the death
penalty, but not because he thinks it is too harsh a penalty for
the crime of murder, but because he does not think murder is a
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crime to be punished at all. He argued we should abolish all
laws against  murder.  Murder,  after  all  is  a perfectly  natural
impulse.  Society  must  learn  to  accept  it.  For  the  lawless
Naturalist - "what is  natural  is good"; and (if God does not
exist)  there's  no  one  who  has  the  right  to  say  otherwise.
Therefore, rape is not only natural, but Nature herself  proves
that  rape is  acceptable  by equipping the  rapist  with greater
strength than his victims. The naturalist, William Provine, put
it this way in a debate: "Let me summarize my views on what
modern evolutionary biology tells us loud and clear . . . There
are no gods, no purposes, . . . There is no life after death . . .
There  is  no  ultimate  foundation  for  ethics,  no  ultimate
meaning in life, and no free will [no choices that we make that
have  moral  responsibility  connected  to  them]  for  humans."
Dostoevsky said, "Destroy a man's belief in immortality [life
after  death]  and  .  .  .  everything  [in  this  life]  would  be
permitted, even cannibalism." 
     Then, there are people who admit that they believe in the
existence of God. But, their god is a god who is created and
fashioned out of convenience for themselves from their own
imagination.  The only,  true,  living God created man in His
own image and these people have returned the compliment by
creating  God  in  their  image.  They   imagine  that  their  god
thinks and acts exactly like they do. This would automatically
bring their god down to their level of wisdom and morality.
This god allows and encourages them to use earthly wisdom to
pick any man-made moral code for themselves, like they are
selecting any item from among many off a grocery store shelf.
This  moral  code could even be a code made up of  no real
moral absolutes at all. For example, some choose to see every
moral issue as "morally relative". When they are faced with
making  a  moral  decision  about  an  issue  or  situation,  their
decision  becomes  "relative  to"  or  dependent  upon  their
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subjective, ever-changing feelings at that particular moment.
Ironically, their moral decisions are anchored to their shifting
feelings. They fail to rely on the only, true, living God, who
has  provided  them  with  wisdom  from  above,  that  is,  His
written,  objective,  unchanging,  absolute,  moral  code  and
principles as their guide for their moral decisions.
     Finally, there are some zealous people who claim they keep
God's commandments so they can become righteous enough to
go  to  heaven.  However,  they  are  ignorant  of  the  God  of
Righteousness and the means He uses to count them righteous
(Rom. 9:30 - 10:4). 
     Even if we don't want to admit it, everyone knows in his
heart that God exists. If we deny God's existence, it is because
we just don't want the God written about in the Bible to be
true. Nevertheless, God has placed the truth of His existence
into our hearts. Most of us either try to ignore it or deliberately
suppress  it  (Rom.  1:18-19).  In  addition  to  the  innate
knowledge  of  the  truth  of  God's  existence,  we  have  God’s
invisible qualities, His eternal power and His divine nature are
made visible to us through His wonderful creation handiwork
and through His daily providential care of us. But even more
clearly God has revealed Himself to us throughout His written
revelation of Himself, in the Bible, and therein, most clearly
by His Son, Jesus (Rom. 1:20-32; Phil. 2:5-11; John 1:18; Col.
1:15; Heb.1:1-3). These revelations of God's existence make
us  morally  accountable  to  Him.  But,  we  don't  want  to  be
morally accountable to God because we want the liberty to sin.
We want unrestricted freedom to boldly act out our powerfully
attractive, sinful desires and secret fantasies without guilt or
any fear of consequences. The truth is we want to cast off all
bands  or  cords  of  moral  restraint  (Psalm 2).  So,  if  we can
wish,  pretend  or  convince  ourselves  that  God  and  His
commandments  do  not  exist,  then  everything  we  do  is
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permissible and there's no one who has the right or authority
to tell us otherwise.
     But, when we try to take God and our obligation to keep
His commandments out of the picture, so that we can find the
liberating freedom to sin that we seek, we find instead, that we
are enslaved by sin and its consequences. Whenever we are
tempted  by  anything  enticing  or  forbidden,  we  are
overwhelmed with a natural craving that becomes a demand
for  immediate  satisfaction  or  gratification.  Then  our  sinful
desires  start  to  compromise  our  thinking.  They cause  us  to
begin to rationalize our sin. Or, we think as long as no one
knows or finds out what we're thinking or doing, we can get
away with it, or it will be just worth it to take the risk. But the
more we submit  to our sinful  desires,  the more we become
addicted to practicing sin and the more we become entangled
in  it.  The  consequences  of  being  guilty  of  sin  causes  your
conscience  to  suffer  guilt  feelings.  It  causes  you  to  be
stressful, depressed and so angry with and hateful of yourself
that you soon become angry and annoyed with everyone else
also.  You  become  stressful  because  you  are  fearful  of  any
embarrassment  or  humiliation  that  will  come,  if  you  are
caught sinning and you are exposed openly to the public. Or
you  may  become  depressed  as  the  result  of  the  harmful
consequences that your sins have caused you. You need to turn
to God and ask Him to grant you repentance for your sins.
True  repentance  means  you  confess  your  sins  to  God  and
agree with God about your offensive sinfulness and about the
penalty your sins deserve (Acts 11:18; 1 John 1:9). 
     If you choose to disobey just one of His commandments, in
God’s eyes,  you become guilty of breaking them all.  God’s
commandments are like the fastened links of a necklace.  If
you  break  one  link  of  the  necklace,  you  break  the  whole
necklace.  So,  whether  you commit  adultery  or  you murder,
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you break God’s entire law. You become a lawbreaker. You
violate God’s holy character and you separate yourself from
Him. "If you, O LORD should mark iniquities, O Lord, who
could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you may
be feared." (Psalm 130:3)
     You might reply,  “Not so fast.  I  know that  I  have not
murdered  anyone  or  committed  adultery.”  Are  you  sure?
Remember,  God  looks  beyond  your  outward  actions  and
speech.  God  knows  what  kind  of  person  you  are  by  your
thoughts  and  the  intent  of  your  heart.  For  example,  Jesus
taught that a person, who harbors angry and hateful thoughts
about someone, has the heart of a murderer. The Apostle John
said, “Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you
know that no murderer has eternal life within him” (1 John
3:15). Jesus also taught that a person who entertains lustful
thoughts about someone has the heart of an adulterer (Matt.
5:28). For it is out of the heart that come evil thoughts, pride,
envy, greed, theft, malice, murder, adultery, sexual immorality,
fornication, lewdness, sensuality, lying, slander and disrespect
for  parents   (Mark 7:20-23;  Rom.  1:28-30;  1  Cor.  6:13-20;
Col. 3:5-9; 1 Thess. 4:2-8; Deut. 5:16; Eph. 6:1).
     Man’s basic problem is his sinful heart. How did man’s
heart become sinful? In the beginning God created Adam holy
and he was given the ability to resist temptation. Then, in the
Garden of  Eden,  God made  a  covenant  with  Adam (Hosea
6:7). Obedience to God’s covenant would prove to be the test
of Adam’s love and loyalty to God. The terms of the covenant
were stated this way: “God commanded the man, saying ‘Of
every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the
day that  you eat  of it  you shall  surely die" (Gen. 2:15-17).
Next, Satan tempted Adam and Eve to eat the fruit of this tree
by promising them they would become as God. Adam may
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have thought that if he became a god, he would not have to
answer  to  God for  his  conduct.  So,  when Adam turned his
back on God by disobeying God’s covenant commandment,
his heart and will radically changed. His heart lost its holiness.
It became sinful. Since Adam's heart was corrupted by sin, his
will lost its freedom or ability to resist temptation because his
will was only able to do what his sinful heart told it to do. As
the result of Adam's sin, evil, suffering and death entered the
world.  In  addition  to  that,  from our  conception  our  human
natures  are  enslaved  by  sin  because  we  inherited  Adam’s
sinful human nature. For example, as infants, we do not need
to be taught how to be cruel, stingy and self-centered. By the
time we reach adulthood our actions do not get any better, we
just become more sophisticated at hiding them from others and
ourselves.

   Adam’s  obedience  or  disobedience  determined
mankind’s  spiritual  relationship  with  God.  Before  Adam
disobeyed, God appointed Adam to stand in our place for us as
our  legal  representative  before  God.  When  Adam acted,  he
acted not only for himself; he also acted on our behalf as our
substitute. So, when Adam sinned we sinned. Adam's sin was
imputed or counted as our sin as well. As the result of this, we
were legally declared "condemned sinners" (Psa.  51:5; John
3:18; Rom. 5:16, 18). At first, this might seem unfair to us.
Why  should  Adam  make  a  decision  that  has  such  dire
consequences for us? Actually, if you think about it, this is a
common thing  in  our  world.  In  America,  we  have  what  is
known  as  a  Federal  or  a  representative  government.  Our
President, for example, as Commander in Chief of our Armed
Forces  may  decide  to  send  troops  into  war  which has  dire
consequences for them and our nation. Then, there are also our
Congressmen, our Senators, and our Supreme Court Justices
who make decisions that have dire consequences for us. In our
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everyday world,  we also  rely on decisions  made by people
with authority over us. We rely on our parents, police, judges,
teachers, union bosses, employers, etc., who make decisions
that affect our lives. Furthermore, we often allow people who
have expertise in certain areas to make important decisions for
us.  We  trust  our  stock  market  brokers,  our  doctors,  our
lawyers, our ministers, our bus drivers, etc., to make the right
decisions for us every day.  Their wrong decisions can have
dire  consequences  for  us.  We  are  born  under  someone's
authority  or  representative  leadership  and  whether  we  like
their decisions or not, their decisions affect us.     
      The Bible says, "There is none righteous; not even one.
For all have sinned and fall short of God's moral excellence"
(Rom. 3:10, 23). God has told us the punishment we earned by
committing  sin  is  death.  So,  now  besides  owing  God  our
perfect obedience, we also owe Him a just punishment for our
disobedience. Is there any hope for us? Is there any solution to
our double debt dilemma?  Yes, God's solution to man's sin
problem  is  Jesus.  God  can  mercifully  offer  you  His
forgiveness  for  your  sins  and  eternal  life  because  of  Jesus
Christ.
God Can Declare You to Be "Holy" Based Entirely
On Jesus' Holy and Perfect Life
     Adam, as mankind’s representative, failed to obey God’s
covenant.  God the Father  was  not  surprised  by Adam’s  sin
because in God’s love, wisdom and goodness, He had already
made  a  covenant  with  God  the  Son  before  the  world  was
created. Before Adam sinned God planned to send His only
Son (God the Son) from heaven to be born the man, Jesus, the
Messiah (Gen.3:15; 49:10; Psalm 2; Acts 2:22-36; John 1:1,
18;  3:13;  6:38;  Luke 2:1-11; John 20:28; Rom. 9:5).  Christ
Jesus,  also  known as  the  "Word",  preexisted  with  God the
Father and He preexisted with exactly the same  nature and
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attributes of God the Father before He was born as a man in
Bethlehem. Therefore, Jesus "who, though existing in the form
of God, did not consider His equality with God something to
cling to, but emptied Himself [or laid aside His privileges] as
He  took  on  the  form of  a  servant  and became  like  human
beings” (John 1:1,14; Phil. 2:6-7; Heb. 1:1-3, 6). Jesus who
existed from eternity past, became the Son of Man and was
appointed  by  God  the  Father  to  be  man’s  covenant
representative before God (Isa. 49:8). 

      "Now the birth of Jesus was as follows:
      When His mother Mary had been betrothed
      to Joseph, before they came together she was
      found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. And
      Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and
      not wanting to disgrace her, planned to send her
      away secretly. But when he had considered this,
      behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
      a dream, saying, 'Joseph, son of David, do not
      be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the
      Child who has been conceived in her is of the
      Holy Spirit. She will bear a Son; and you shall 
      call His name Jesus, for He will save His 
      people from their sins.' Now this took place to
      fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through
      the prophet: ' BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN
      SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL
      CALL HIS NAME IMMANUEL which
      translated means , "GOD WITH US." And
      Joseph awoke from his sleep and did as the
      angel of the Lord commanded him, and took
      Mary as his wife, but kept her a virgin until she
      gave birth to a Son; and he called His name
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      Jesus" (Matt. 1:18-25; Isa. 7:14).

     Thus, Jesus is the best man qualified to represent man.
Why? Because being both God and man, Jesus was able to
live a sinless life for us. The Bible says that Jesus was tempted
by Satan with the same kinds of temptations that we face but,
Jesus never yielded to temptation (John 8:46; Heb. 4:15). He
never sinned.     Jesus obeyed all  of God’s commandments
perfectly  for  us.  The  Bible  says:  “So  then  as  through  one
transgression [Adam's sin] there resulted condemnation to all
men,  even  so  through  one  act  of  righteousness  [Jesus'
obedience to God's law] there resulted justification of life to
all men. For as through the one man's disobedience the many
were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One
the many will be made righteous" (Rom. 5:18-19). “For Christ
brought  the  Law  to  completion  [by  His  perfect  obedience
fulfilled  the  Law’s  requirements]  so  that  everyone  who
believes in Him may be saved" [or justified or have a right
standing with God] (Rom. 10:4). Because Jesus honored and
obeyed God’s law perfectly for you, in God’s eyes, it is AS IF
you  had  honored  and  obeyed  it  perfectly.  Jesus  trades  His
righteous  acts  for  your  sinful  acts.  So,  when  God looks  at
those, who become His children by faith in His Son, He looks
at them through His Son's moral perfection instead of seeing
them as moral failures.
     By means of His covenant with His Son, God provided for
us the perfect holiness and righteousness that He required  in
us.  But, this righteousness is alien to us. It is  outside of us
because it belongs entirely to Jesus. But Jesus' righteousness
can be imputed or credited to our account. By trusting in Jesus'
righteousness, we can be counted as righteous. Thanks to God,
we can never lose this imputed righteousness because it is kept
safely in heaven for us in the person of Jesus.  The Apostle
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Paul trusted in this alien righteousness because God foretold
that  He  would  provide  Jesus  to  be  our  righteousness.  The
Bible says: “See the days are coming,” says the Lord, that I
will raise up to David a righteous Branch and this is His name
by which He will  be called:  The Lord our righteousness”
(Jer. 23:6). And further, “Christ Jesus .  .  . became for us
divine  wisdom,  and  righteousness  and  holiness and
redemption”  (1  Cor.  1:30).  God  declared  Paul  "legally"
righteous  because  he  trusted  in  Jesus’ righteousness  as  the
only source of his righteousness before God.
     After you trust in Jesus’ righteousness you will find that
you  have  been  adopted  into  God’s  family.  “But  when  the
fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under
the law, that  we might receive the adoption of sons!” (Gal.
4:4).  When a ewe’s newborn lamb dies,  the shepherd often
brings an orphan to her to mother. She may reject the orphan
because he does not have the “family scent”. So, the shepherd
skins the ewe's newborn dead lamb and ties the skin to the
back of the orphan. The ewe now recognizes the familiar scent
and  will  accept  the  orphan as  if  it  were  her  own newborn
lamb. Likewise, God provides Christ Jesus as your covering.
When you trust Christ  to cover you with His righteousness,
God will accept you into His family. We become children of
God by faith in Jesus (Gal. 3:26).
       Your Good Deeds Are Not the Key 
                    To Heaven's Gates! 
     If you do not trust in Jesus’ righteous deeds, you will not be
covered with  the  robe  of  Jesus’ righteousness.  Instead,  you
will stand before God on Judgment Day clothed with deeds
described as filthy and polluted rags. The Bible says, “For all
of  us  have  become  like  one  who  is  unclean,  and  all  our
righteous  deeds  are  like  a  filthy  garment”  (Isa.  64:6).  You
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cannot improve upon, or add to, Jesus’ perfect obedience. Why
not instead, by faith, offer to God the perfect deeds of Jesus’
obedience?  Jesus’  obedience  paid  your  debt  of  perfect
obedience to God. The Apostle Paul said, “not by works of
righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  according  to  His
mercy He saved us” (Titus 3:5). The Bible says, "For by grace
[God's undeserved favor] you have been saved [or redeemed]
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
not as the result of [your] works [or deeds], so that no one may
boast (Eph. 2:8-9).
     Right actions or good deeds stem from the wrong motives
when we are motivated to earn our way to heaven. We may do
good deeds to get love, praise or profit from man. Or we may
do good things just to relieve our guilt for doing bad things. Or
we may be motivated to do good things just to get a warm,
fuzzy  feeling  about  ourselves  because  we think these  good
deeds  proceed  from some natural  goodness  within  us.   We
may do many  acts  that  are  counted  good and praiseworthy
among men and those acts are not in themselves sinful, but
because they are mixed with our wrong motives, they become
sinful. The correct and pure motivation for right actions and
good deeds comes from faith in God, from love for God and
from a sense of purpose and duty to honor and glorify God by
our actions.
     So, Christians do not keep God’s commandments or do
good deeds  in order to be saved from sin,  death and hell.
They do these things because they are already saved. They are
saved in order to do good deeds for God (Eph. 2:10). They do
them out  of  their  love,  devotion  and  gratitude  to  God  for
saving them. Good deeds in our lives then become evidence
that we have been saved, but they never save us. You must be
covered with Jesus'  righteous deeds alone.  The fundamental
truth expressed so far is that for you to have right standing
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with God and admittance into heaven, you must  place your
trust in Jesus alone. You cannot place your trust in Jesus plus
anyone or anything else. 
    God will place you into spiritual union with Jesus by the
faith that He gives you to believe in Jesus. You are not born
with  faith  to  trust  in  Jesus’ righteous  deeds.  Instead,  you
naturally trust in your own deeds. God chose to save you or
bring you into right standing with Himself by supernaturally
working saving faith in your heart to cause you to look outside
of yourself to Jesus (the object of your faith) and to His deeds
as your only reason of hope for your salvation. 
                God Can Forgive Your Sins
           Based Entirely On Jesus’ Death
     Jesus died to reconcile or to make peace between God and
man. As it stands now, you are not at peace with God because
you do not have His forgiveness for your sins. In fact, your
goals, lifestyle and atheistic view of life prove that you were
born a  child  of  disobedience with a fallen,  Adamic,  human
nature that has turned you against God (Rom. 5:10; Eph. 2:1-
3;  James 4:4).  You either  conveniently  ignore  Him,  or  you
intentionally mock Him because your daily goal in life is not
to serve God, but rather, it is to serve yourself. You avoid God
because it  might  interfere  with your sinful  lifestyle  or  your
personal relationships. However, you will not be able to avoid
God because He will  not look the other way when you sin
(Num.32:23).  He  will  hold  you  accountable  because  He  is
holy and just. So, He must satisfy His justice by giving you
what you deserve for your sins.
     So, how is it possible for God to satisfy His inflexible
justice  against  you and grant  you mercy at  the same time?
Amazingly,  God’s  justice  and  God’s  mercy  embraced  each
other on a Roman cross. At the Cross God clearly displayed
His justice when He turned His back on His own Son of whom
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He had already said, "This is my Beloved Son in whom I am
well  pleased."  Yes,  and  even  when  Jesus  cried  out  on  the
Cross, "My God, My God why have you forsaken Me?", Jesus
knew why God had to do this because The words of Psalm
22:1 are  explained by verse 3.  It  reads,  "Yet  You are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel." Jesus knew God is so holy
He must punish sin. But the punishment Jesus received on the
Cross was not for Jesus' sin because He is sinless. So, instead
of you getting the justice that you deserve for your sins, Jesus,
your substitute, submitted to God's justice for your sins on the
cross.  Jesus  willingly  took  your  sins  upon  Himself  and
consequently, the punishment for your sins upon Himself, as
well.  Jesus  took  your  place  on  the  cross  and  died  in  your
place. This is how the offended Triune God can be merciful to
you and forgive you without  compromising His holiness or
His  justice.  Only  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom,  could  have
conceived of a way, like this one, to save a people for Himself.
By punishing Himself for their sins, He could save them and
still remain true to Himself. Now we understand how God, the
Righteous  Judge,  has  the  right  to  declare  "not  guilty"  and
"legally righteous" those who have placed their trust in Jesus
(Rom.  3:26;  8:31-34).  This  is  how  we  are  made  the
righteousness  of  God in  Christ.  "For  He  [God,  the  Father]
made him [Jesus] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so
that  we  might  become  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him
[Jesus]"(2 Cor. 5:21).
     The Prophet Isaiah foretold of Jesus’ voluntary, sacrificial
death  for  sins  more  than  700  years  before  Jesus  was  even
born. Isaiah said,  “He was despised and rejected by men, a
man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from
whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed
him not.  Surely  he  took up our  infirmities  and carried  our
sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by
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Him,  and  afflicted.  But  he  was  pierced  for  our
transgressions, the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to
fall  on  Him,  he  was  crushed  for  our  iniquities;  the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by
his wounds we are healed.  All of us like sheep have gone
astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord has
caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him" [Jesus] (Isa. 53:3-
6, Emphasis mine). Jesus spilled His blood on the cross for all
who put their trust in Him. Jesus died to save you from eternal
death,  which is eternal  separation from God in the Lake of
Fire  prepared for  the Devil  and all  the fallen  angels  (Matt.
5:29-30; 10:28; 23:33; 25:41; Rev.20:10, 15). So, Jesus, your
substitute, lived a perfect, holy life for you. He obeyed God’s
commandments  perfectly  for  you  and  He  paid  the  death
penalty  for  your  failure  to  obey  them.  Jesus  died  to  make
things right between you and God so that He could bring you
back to God (2 Cor. 5:18-20).
     Jesus died and God raised Him alive from the tomb. Jesus’
bodily  resurrection  is  historical  proof  that  God  forgives  all
who approach Him through Jesus for their forgiveness. For, if
God had not forgiven our sins,  Jesus’ body would not have
arisen from the tomb. The Bible says, “Jesus was put to death
on account of our misdeeds and was raised on account of our
justification"  [right  standing  with  God]  (Rom.  4:25).  The
Bible  says  that  after  Jesus  resurrected,  “God  exalted  Him
[Jesus] to the highest  place and gave Him the name that is
above  every  name.  That  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee
should  bow .  .  .  and that  every tongue should  confess that
Jesus is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:11). The
Bible says, “if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved. For with the heart a person believes,
resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,
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resulting in salvation” (Rom. 10:10).  The Bible says, "Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the one who,
according to His great mercy, caused us to be born again unto
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead,  unto  an  inheritance  imperishable  and  undefiled  and
unfading, . . . kept in heaven for you those who are guarded by
the power of God through faith unto salvation" (1 Peter 1:3).
  God Can Accept You and Receive You into
       Heaven Only By Faith in Jesus Alone 
     There are those who say that all religions lead to God or
that there are many pathways to heaven. But, Jesus is the only
way to God and heaven. God sent Jesus from heaven into this
world to reconcile or make peace between the God the Father
and  you  (John  7:25-29;  8:23;  Eph.  4:10;  Rom.  5:10).
Therefore, Jesus is the only mediator or the only go-between
person between God and man (1 Tim. 2:5).  This makes Jesus
the only path or way to God and heaven. Jesus said, “I am the
way, the truth, and the life; no man comes to the Father but
through  Me”  (John  14:6  Emphasis  mine).  “All  the  Father
gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I
will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37). “Come to Me, all who
are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest . . . for
your souls” (Matt. 11:28). The Apostle Peter said this about
Jesus; “there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other
name under heaven that has been given among men by which
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). It is no wonder then that Jesus
said, “Narrow is the way that leads to life” (Matt. 7:14). Jesus
is “the Narrow Way” because He is the only way that leads to
life. Furthermore, Jesus is the very source of that life, as well.
Eternal life is not just some side benefit we gain for trusting in
Jesus. When we trust in Jesus, we, as branches, are engrafted
or brought into union with the very life of the Vine (Jesus).
His life becomes our source of eternal life.  The Bible says,
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“He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of
God does not have life. I write these things to you who believe
in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you
have eternal  life”  (1 John 5:11-13).  “For  God so loved the
world  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son  that  whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life"  . .
.  Whoever  believes  in  Him [Jesus]  is  not  condemned,  but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he
has not believed in the name of the only Son of God"  “He that
believes on the Son has everlasting life; and he that does not
believe  the  Son  shall  not  see  life;  but  the  wrath  of  God
remains on him” (John 3:16, 18, 36).
     When speaking of Jesus, God the Father said, “This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17; 12:18;
17:5, Emphasis mine). Because the Father is pleased with the
merit  of  the  person  and  work  of  Jesus,  the  Father  can  be
pleased with you when you place your faith in Jesus (Heb.
11:6).  God's  acceptance  and  His  eternal  friendship  can  be
yours today, when  you by faith receive Jesus as your Lord and
Saviour. Receive Jesus by faith and your new life with God
will begin today and it will extend on into eternity in heaven.
     The Apostle Paul's inspired words explode with joy and
with overwhelming praise to God when he wrote, “Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us  with  all  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places  in  Christ:
according as He [the Father] has chosen us in Him [the Son]
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
without  blame  before  Him  [the  Father]:  in  love  having
predestined  us  unto  the  adoption of  children  by  Jesus  unto
Himself  [the Father]  according to  the good pleasure of  His
will, to the praises of the glory of His grace, wherein He has
made us  accepted in the beloved [Jesus] in whom we have
redemption  through  His  blood,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,
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according to  the  riches  of  grace  which He lavished on us"
(Eph. 1:3-8, Emphasis mine).
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